Policy Alternatives
Here are three main policy alternatives examined through the lens of our policy criteria.

1. National ID card implementation with centralized data collection. The creation and implementation of a national ID card with various sources of information gathered into a central repository and shared among governmental agencies. This poses the greatest concern in terms of privacy and equity, but offers ambiguous benefits at high cost.  It does respond to demands for security, while deeply offending civil libertarians.

2. Maintenance of the status quo. In response to the concerns that such a national ID scheme will impact civil liberties negatively, especially the right to privacy, an option is to maintain the current system of decentralized identification and information systems.  This option fails to improve security, and has attendant political consequences, but also does nothing to harm privacy or civil liberties.

3. Implementation of a decentralized, standardized ID card, with improved information gathering and sharing between agencies. A third option is to standardize state drivers licenses in order to improve recognition of its legitimacy across the nation as well as devise a tamper-proof and fraud proof ID. Information gathering is restricted to separate agencies with pertinent interest in  the data, yet pursuant to stringent security, information can be shared across the agencies. This has some security benefits, and would be seen as taking action on security issues, while not decreasing privacy or introducing new equity concerns.  
Recommendations

This section evaluates the policy alternatives based on the following criteria:

1) Equity. How well does the alternative impact fairly on the public? 

2) Efficiency. How well does the alternative balance security and privacy with the lowest cost?

3) Effectiveness. How well does the alternative balance privacy and security?

4) Responsiveness. How well does the alternative answer the public demand for both national security and preservation of privacy?

	 
	 
	 
	Ranking (Lowest - 0 to 3 - Highest)

	Policy Alternative
	Equity
	Efficiency
	Effectiveness
	Responsiveness
	Total

	National ID card
	0
	1
	2
	2
	5

	Maintenance of Status Quo
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2

	Decentralized , Standardized ID card
	1
	3
	2
	3
	9


Interpretation of Table.
The table above rates the decentralized, standardized ID card as the option that best balances security and privacy while also responding to public demand and with the greatest stewardship of public funds. 

Conclusion

Appendix

  Address problems of screening people with biometric identifiers across agencies and governments, including our border and transportation systems, by designing a comprehensive screening system that addresses common problems and sets common standards. As standards spread, this necessary and ambitious effort could dramatically strengthen the world's ability to intercept individuals who could pose catastrophic threats. 

  Quickly complete a biometric entry-exit screening system, one that also speeds qualified travelers. 

  Set standards for the issuance of birth certificates and sources of identification, such as driver's licenses.

  Underscore that as government power necessarily expands in certain ways, the burden of retaining such powers remains on the executive to demonstrate the value of such powers and ensure adequate supervision of how they are used, including a new board to oversee the implementation of the guidelines needed for gathering and sharing information in these new security systems.

unifying the many participants in the counterterrorism effort and their knowledge in a network-based information sharing system that transcends traditional governmental boundaries;
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